












During his tenure, Dr. Michael Fischer has had the opportunity to raise the visibility 
of Humanities at Trinity and to bring students to a new understanding of “public 
humanities” as a field of research. In “Further Readings in Western Culture,” a first-
year humanities course, Dr. Fischer invites students to consider ways that ancient 
ideas have evolved over the course of the past six centuries. Readings from Dante’s 
Inferno, Milton’s Paradise Lost, Shelley’s Frankenstein, Dostoyevsky’s Notes from 
Underground, and Freud’s Civilization and Its Discontents are opportunities to delve 
into the questions behind humankind’s mindset and behavior.

Dr. Fischer has a record of bringing the humanities to a broad and general public 
and advocating for their importance in everyday life through teaching, scholarship, 
and outreach. In several essays and a book in progress, he explores the role literature 
and the arts can play in constructive conflict resolution. The book he is currently 
writing on the importance of compromise is another example of his exceptional 
ability to present the humanities in a practical, contemporary light—a gift that 
Trinity is proud to share with the community. 

This endowed professorship will in perpetuity afford accomplished scholars the 
privilege of representing Trinity’s commitment to the humanities.









Each of the pianos will be tuned 
and repaired as necessary, 
thanks to your gift through 

 
Piano Maintenance Fund and 
the  Piano 
Maintenance Endowment 
Fund. Your foresight ensures 
the ongoing maintenance 
and preservation of these 
extraordinary instruments 
and is another gift that will 
serve Trinity students for 
many decades to come.

Your surprise gift of the 
Steinway & Sons Spirio Player 
Piano this year has proven 
to be a transformational tool 
for faculty as classes study 
recreated performances by 
current and past pianists. David 
Heller, professor and Chair 
of the Department of Music, 
reported that students are 
not only impressed with the 
Spirio piano but often become 
emotional when listening to 
recorded performances.

“It’s going to change the 
way I teach my piano 
pedagogy class, the way 
I teach piano literature, 
because I’ll be able to show 
these incredibly important 
historical figures in piano.”

– Carolyn True, Music Professor

“Each student wants to play more beautifully, more artistically, because 

they want to meet the expectations of the piano. Students are more 

serious about practicing. The standards have risen for each musician.”

– Kristina Cheng ’15, 
who performed Chopin’s Grande Valse Brilliante in E Flat Major, Op. 18 

during the All-Steinway School dedication and inaugural concert on Nov. 7, 2015






