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October 21, 2019
Mr. Kent Sunderland, President
Mr. Charles Sunderland, Secretary and Treasurer
The Sunderland Foundation
5700 West 112th Street, Suite 320
Overland Park, Kansas 66211
Dear Kent and Charlie:
As leaders in your field who understand the value of a firm foundation, you must know that your
support of Trinity has greatly strengthened and increased the resources the University offers. Your
dedication to your alma mater is just one piece of your family’s overall commitment to philanthropy.
As the former Dean of the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences at the University of Kansas, I’ve known
of your family’s philanthropy to the KU Health System and to the greater Kansas City community.
Charlie, I am grateful for your dedicated service on the Board of Trustees and your faithful giving
through the Associates Program, which have benefited students for nearly two decades.
I also want to thank you both for your part in supporting Trinity athletics through a generous gift from
the Sunderland Foundation toward the Bell Center renovation. You have made exceptional strength
and fitness facilities and equipment accessible in varsity and recreational forms for all students. This
has created a powerful admissions tool for Trinity to recruit students who are highly accomplished
both in the classroom and on the courts. The University is deeply indebted to you both.
I am coming to you in the early stage of our new $300 million comprehensive campaign with a
proposal requesting a naming gift to the Chapman-Halsell Complex. You may know that both
Chapman Graduate Center and the Ewing Halsell Building were built more than 50 years ago. Alumni
tell me that both these buildings look strikingly similar to when they were attending Trinity and that’s
not a good thing! The core of our Humanities programs are housed in these aging buildings. The
recently built Center for Sciences and Innovation, which the Sunderland Foundation also supported,
creates a mighty juxtaposition and has inspired many high school students to select Trinity University
to pursue a study of the sciences.
This project is an opportunity for you to be part of one of the University’s most impactful construction
and remodeling projects since Trinity arrived on the Skyline campus in the 1950s. Faculty and
administrators are working with Lake Flato Architects to re-envision the historic Complex by renewing
the University’s infrastructure and upgrading classrooms in the historic Chapman and Halsell Centers
with energy-efficient systems, cutting edge technology, and spacious new classrooms that foster
productive collisions and perpetual discovery.

Completing the complex is an impressive, three-story, state-of-the-art newly constructed building
directly connected to Halsell which will be Trinity’s “front door” to the Humanities. This New Building
moves us further toward the completion of the Trinity campus master plan, and the vision does not
include many more new buildings. The attached proposal outlines an opportunity for you to join the
Chapman and Halsell legacies by adding the Sunderland name to this new transformational structure
in the historic Chapman-Halsell Complex and establishing your family as one who upholds the values
and traditions that Trinity stands for.
Kent and Charlie, I hope you will consider this invitation to invest in the next chapter in Trinity’s
expansion as we seek to become one of the nation’s top liberal arts institutions. The path there begins
with this critical capital project. Thank you for your thoughtful review of this request, and I look
forward to answering any additional questions that either of you may have.
Sincerely,

Danny J. Anderson
President

A proposal to the Sunderland Foundation
Partner with Trinity University to Support Sunderland Hall

OVERVIEW
Trinity University’s history of innovative construction began in 1948, when the Board
announced a fifteen-million-dollar program that would result in the University’s
Skyline campus. Architect O’Neil Ford, who designed most of the University’s midcentury buildings, boldly envisioned structures that would be supported by and fully
integrated with the hilly terrain rather than competing against it. He collaborated closely
with building committee chairman Tom Slick, who offered to underwrite the cost of a
revolutionary lifting mechanism and a crew if the Trinity Board would agree to test the
system on the new campus. In April 1952, the University drew crowds of spectators who
were eager to watch as the Youtz-Slick lift-slab construction technique was employed
for the first time on a full-sized structure. These mid-century modern techniques and
eventually masterpieces not only shaped the campus but drew national attention. Trinity
is now listed on the National Register of Historic Places as the only Texas campus to be
designated a modernist historic district.
Within the next two years, the University will add a dramatic, state-of-the-art, three-story,
40,000-square-foot building that will bring the historic Chapman-Halsell Complex into
the 21st century. Sunderland Hall will serve as Trinity’s “front door” for the Humanities,
supporting student-centered and hands-on teaching, research, and active learning. The Hall
will include flexible spaces for our teachers to do their very best work in educating Trinity
students with hands-on, real-life experiences. Spaces flooded with light and inspiring visuals
will help to unfold minds. Common areas will provide inspiring intersections for faculty
and students to connect and rooms for students to work collaboratively on projects that will
emulate environments in the workforce they will soon join.

NEW BUILDING HILDEBRAND VIEW, The new building, as seen from Hildebrand Avenue, will
feature outward-facing architectural details similar to those of Chapman and Halsell.

Continuing the tradition of innovation, the building will reflect in form and function
the lift-slab construction of the Chapman and Halsell Centers. Once the building is
completed, the Chapman-Halsell Complex will serve as a home to more than one-third
of campus, including faculty and majors, housing 10 departments and 31 majors, minors,
and programs. This New Building will also border one edge of campus, bringing Trinity
University to the community with a more defined and bold presence to our neighbors. It
will face Hildebrand Avenue and anchor the northernmost corner of campus.

SUNDERLAND HALL AT TRINITY UNIVERSITY
The University would be honored to name the New Building as Sunderland Hall, or a
name of your choice, in recognition of your generosity toward this project.
Sunderland Hall will provide greatly needed teaching and office space, classrooms, and
collaborative spaces and will bring currently disparate humanities departments within
close proximity to one another. The open floor plans will flow directly into the “academic
spine,” connecting all buildings on the west side of campus, including the Center for the
Sciences and Innovation. The Mellon Initiative, the Humanities Collective, and other
programs will have dedicated space for students and faculty from across disciplines to
work together. Sunderland Hall will also accommodate the latest technology and facilitate
the already growing collaborative style of teaching across departments that is the hallmark
of today’s Trinity education.

NEW BUILDING COMMONS, Located on the ground floor and opening onto a green space, this sunlit
Commons provides a spacious area where students, faculty, staff, and visitors can gather.

NOTABLE SPACES INCLUDE:
•

a Lecture Hall to serve 50 or more students in history and literature survey courses
or in required First-Year Experiences. Equipped with two large projection screens and
suitable for panel discussions and presentations, this tiered lecture hall will also be
a venue for the many renowned visiting lecturers who come to campus through the
Stieren and Lennox lecture series and address Trinity students in an academic setting,
as well as the San Antonio community.

•

a Humanities Lab equipped with state-of-the-art technology, deepening opportunities
for research and broadening avenues of communication among scholars.

•

a Screening Room where students can meet to complete work requiring the analysis
of film and video. This will serve as an academic space for scholars across majors.

•

the Humanities Commons, located on the ground floor in the center of the building.
In this spacious, multipurpose area, students and faculty from many disciplines can
interact formally or informally, relax, enjoy a snack, and collaborate one-on-one or
in small groups. Furnished with comfortable couches and armchairs for reading or
studying and tables where small groups can gather, the Humanities Commons will be
the centerpiece of Sunderland Hall and a destination for the Trinity community.

NEW BUILDING SOUTHEAST VIEW, Floor-to-ceiling windows offer interior classrooms two views
of the green space, highlighting the concurrence of indoor and outdoor life on campus.

With the addition of Sunderland Hall to the Chapman-Halsell Complex, Trinity will
offer students an optimal collaborative environment for business, five humanities
departments, economics, and health care administration. State-of-the-art technology
in the classrooms, a Humanities Lab, and a Finance and Analytics Center will not only
enhance the teaching and learning environments but will also support admissions.
When prospective students and parents compare Trinity’s facilities with those of its peer
institutions, Trinity will meet or exceed their expectations and help to meet our goal of
becoming one of the nations’ most exceptional liberal arts institutions.
The Chapman-Halsell project will be accomplished in two phases, each lasting
approximately 18 months. Phase I will include remodeling of the 25,000-square-foot
Halsell Center and construction of Sunderland Hall. Phase II will focus on remodeling the
80,000-square-foot Chapman Center.

CHAPMAN-HALSELL COMPLEX PROJECT COSTS – $76.5 MILLION
Trinity University’s Sunderland Hall Project Cost: $28.4 Million
As the first priority of Trinity’s $300 million comprehensive campaign, the ChapmanHalsell Complex represents the interdisciplinary, student-centered, and innovative
future of the University. Major support for the $76.5 million Chapman-Halsell Complex
renovation and addition will come from three primary sources:
•

The Chapman 1966 Trust, which is expected to contribute $35 million;

•

tax credits totaling $6 million due to the recent designation of the Trinity campus and
its O’Neil Ford buildings as a National Historic District; and

•

contributions to be solicited totaling approximately $35 million from Trustees,
alumni, and friends of the University. A $1 million commitment by the Ewing Halsell
Foundation and individual donations of an additional $5 million have already been
confirmed, with many commitments expected to be made in fall 2019.

INVITATION
We are asking the Sunderland Foundation to consider an $8 million gift to name
and support the construction of Sunderland Hall at Trinity University. This gift could
be made over time, if desired, and we would be honored to name the hall as you might
wish. Sunderland Hall will complete the University’s campus master plan for academic
new construction and will, like Chapman and Halsell, be central to every Trinity
undergraduates’ education.
This invitation is designed to honor your dedication to the Trinity community and
further your legacy as Trinity alumni. Your entrepreneurial spirit is demonstrated in
your business success, and your continued, faithful giving accelerates what’s next for
a 21st century liberal arts education. We are proud to count you both among our
distinguished alumni.

